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Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Health, Schools and Care 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee

This is my first opportunity to report to Council on developments relating to the 
Health, Schools and Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee, since I was appointed 
the Chair last December. I should start by praising the drive and enthusiasm of my 
predecessor Councillor Sara Rowbotham who, I am sure, will bring those qualities 
to bear in her new role as the Cabinet member for Health and Wellbeing.

The Committee has met once since my last report to October’s Council meeting.

25th January 2018

Link4Life – mid-year review
The Committee received a report from representatives of Link4Life that provided 
the Committee with information regarding the performance of the Rochdale 
Boroughwide Cultural Trust, trading as Link4Life during the first half year of 
2017/18 (April – September). The report appraised the Committee of activities at 
the various sport and leisure centres across the Borough. Specifically, the report 
analysed swimming provision, fitness programmes, health and participation 
including sporting activities for the disabled and for BME communities. The report 
touched on various cultural developments including the programme of exhibitions at 
Touchstones. In addition the report detailed the Trust’s current financial and staffing 
positions. The report provoked lively debate amongst the Committee’s 
membership.  

Special Educational Needs and Disability Services (SEND)
The Committee received a presentation from staff in the Council’ Children’s 
Services which outlined the Borough’s SEND services, noting that the Service had 
in late 2016 been inspected by OFSTED and which had highlighted a number of 
strengths in the Borough’s SEND services. These included: early identification and 
referral arrangements in the early years are strong; the co-location of services; and 
the Council’s approaches to joint identification of needs and review of progress 
against outcomes that are well developed in therapy services. 

Annual Adoption Report 2016/17
The Committee received the Annual Adoption Report for 2016/17 the purpose of 
which was to update the Committee on the activity of Rochdale Borough Council 
Adoption Service during the year in question in accordance with statutory 
requirements. There had been a continued national focus on improving adoption 
services and in particular, ensuring that children’s plans are progressed in a timely 
and effective way.  This includes the development of regional adoption agencies as 



the vehicle for services in the future.  In this regard it was pleasing to note that 
Rochdale’s Adoption Agency continues to perform well against the Government’s 
targets as set out in the Adoption Scorecard. Rochdale Adoption Agency was 
ranked 3rd nationally for the percentage of children exiting care through adoption.

Directorate Plan Updates
The Committee scrutinised a report outlining the respective Directorate position at 
the end of Quarter 3 (31st December 2017) and of the activities contained in the 
Adult Care Services Directorate Plan 2017/18, the Children’s Services Directorate 
Plan 2017/18 and the Public Health and Wellbeing Plan 2017/18. 

Homelessness Study Group
This study group, which is chaired by Councillor O’Neill, was established to carry 
out an investigation into the problems related to homelessness which is of course a 
problem for Rochdale as it is for many other Councils up and down the country. 
The membership of the Study Group is drawn from all three of the Council’s 
Overview and Scrutiny Committees. The Study Group last met on 24th January 
2018 when they visited the premises of Sanctuary Trust at Drake Street, Milnrow 
Road and Tweedale Street, Rochdale where they saw some of their facilities to 
help the homeless and people in crisis.

Work Programme
I am currently looking at ways of revamping the Committee’s Work Programme and 
I will report further in this regard to future meetings of the Council. At the next 
meeting of the Committee in March we are due to receive reports from the Northern 
Health Alliance (formerly Pennine Acute Hospitals NHS Trust), North West 
Ambulance Service and the Council’s Home Improvement Service.  

Councillor Wendy Cocks
Chair of the Health, Schools and Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Health, Schools and 
Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee


